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helped her in many ways. Foreign ambassadors
in those days came to England not having learnt
English, and because she herself was so fluent in
French, Spanish and Italian, and even spoke
German, she could always receive them and speak
to them, and carry on diplomatic affairs personally,
needing no help or interpretation from advisers.
She could poke fun at herself too. When school-
boys at Cambridge, after a speech she had made
in Latin, shouted Vivat Regina she remarked
" Taceat Regina! and I hope that all you who
heard me have drunk of Lethe." Another time
she said, *' I am more afraid of making a fault in
my Latin than of the Kings of Spain, France,
Scotland, and all their confederates ". Just a
month before she died she received the Venetian
ambassador and, after Addressing him, ended with
the words, " I do not know if I have spoken
Italian well, st^ll I think*so, for I learnt it when
I was a child, and I believe I have not forgotten

it"

was well-known to her people because she
went about so much. Every year she spent a
couple of months of the summer in journeys,
which were a holiday for her, and which made
her know her country and her people. She never
went as far north as Yorkshire, but she travelled
all over the midlands, and into the west as far
as Bristol and Southampton, and into East Anglia
to Norwich. Going by coach, and stopping in
many different places each year, she act only met